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Disney drops
in on camp

for teens

By Harlene Ellin

Spacial to the Tribune :
es, “Bug Juice” is a docu-
" mentary, but it has nothing
to do with insects or thclr

bodily fluids.

Instead, this engaging new half-
hour series showcases a different

species — real teenagers — as they

experience a summer at sleep-away
camp in rural Maine. (Bug juice,
you see, is a nickname for the ubig-
uitous red punch served at summer
camps everywhere.)

. Debuting at 4 p.m. Sunday on
cable’s Disney Channel, the 18-
part show follows an eclectic group
of 12- to 15-year-olds from their
arrival at picturesque Camp Waziy-

atah to their emotional departure -

eight weeks later. In between,
viewers get an intimate look at

“There will
definitely. .
pe emotion.
for the
viewers
at home
because
they'll
‘cometo
know who
(these kids]
are," says
Rich Ross,
Disney
Channel's
head of
rogram-
Enlng and
production.

"tive

‘these young men and %

women as they experience
the joys and chal- =
lenges that summer
camp provides.

A former
camper himself,
Douglas Ross,
the series’ co-cre-
ator and co-execu-
producer,
thought the magical
world of summer,

| camp would make the W&

perfect setting for a real-
ity-based program geared
for 9- to 12-year-olds.
“Camp is an amazing
opportunity for kids to flex
their muscles and sides of their
personalities they don't normally
get to show,” he says. “They feel

safe at camp. They feel

very free at camp.’
Ross had no trouble
pitching his idea to the
Disney Channel. Rich
Ross (no relation), the
channel’s head of pro-
gramming and produc-
tion, wanted the show
without even seeing a
pilot episode.

Rich Ross, also a for-
‘mer camper, predicts

ence will

et very
involved in {
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that *“Bug Juice’s” audi-

serial, “There will defi-.

ote

to k’now who [these

i:lds} are,” he says.

- Viewers
“watch as friend-
ships  develop,

- romances bloom
and fights break out

fec:tbaz:lmlropofm.wnmercﬂll!ll'A

| girl will grapple with homesick-

ness. The basketball team will face |
their archrivals. Events such as the |
annual talentshow, %eas and
nighttime rap sessions will stirup a
wide range of emmwfm&:e sub- |
jeets.

If this sounds like “'Tg‘ ¢ Real |
World’ Goes cmgu ng,

| again. “Bug Jtn eschews the

blaring rock music, qmrky camera
angles and gritty feel of MTV’s
long-running reality-based seri
Instead the show uses a traditio
documentary style to tell its swder

Flashy productions “dress up a
lack of content,” Douglas Ross
says. “And fortunately we don't
have a lack of content in this show.”

Puting the show together was a
formidable feat. The
_only a few months before the 199
camp season opened to select a

camp, find its subjects, get consent | -
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' long-ti

found that fﬁk’t’ﬁan‘hadé@enﬂy
‘bought a rustic camp in Maine. A
visit to. sgani& Wa,,mquh

extensive _ |
fect suhj‘eﬁts or th s
--heldphonc iﬂwxviem
100 interested youngsters who
_%,Vae tﬁannin-g to aﬁand@gﬁ
aziyatah. From this group,
60 kids received home visisfrom
o m‘% e i




% .tb..one hoys and one g:rls

5 Mmcmselors fa-atumd
‘were selected from a group almady

hired by the camp and from 350
‘others who responded t0 an open.

call over the Internet.
- Stephanie, 15, a campet from

~Bl.rm1‘hgham, Mich says she

- quickly grew used to the cameras

‘-doeumenungalmosteverymommn 5

‘of her camp -experience. By “the -
‘second day they blended in, and

‘you didn’t even notice that they .«

mﬂ)@éﬁm notlced when !hey
- ol

. B&nghmdfmﬁ'omoflhemm
_eras was no problem either, the -
5bﬂH)1yhlghsdmolﬁmhmansays
i “I'don’tthink I ever once acted or
_fellﬂlenmdmact."

 Still, having cameras armmdcm*
unneusly_mted some unusual
moments, For example, when
ﬁtpphnnie and a friend wanted to
gossip, they went into a closet to
hide from the cameras. Addition-

camuers who weren't pamex»
ing in the project somet;mes
would stop talking in mid-sentence

arch 1-7, 1898

n subj ects. then assxgned the

-
e -

when they nemembered their
friends were wired for sound.

Megan, 13, a camper from New
York City, at first was somewhat

. skeptical about participating when
‘she heard of the

project, she says.
T just wasn’t sure how it would

affect what the normal daily camp

“experience would be like.”

 However, she quickly adjusted to-
. the omni
“She and others, in part, credit the

ent cameras, she says.
show’s crew, with making them feel

- comfortable from start to finish.

‘Bug Juice v{awers wil| see friendshlps gleveldp and ﬂghts bmak m - For Zucco ‘h‘
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To help them betier understand ‘Wh '

the campers, the crew, from intems €St mon

to executive pmducers, pnmo:- .

pated in the same training program - 1T had to learn to

as the camp’s counselors. Most - climb so I could docum

crew memhers were former livu" i

campers ves. 5

Because they were working mth

such young subjects, the crew lllﬁ'l

made respect and sensitivity, their
had the honeaty re@ﬁ _
enl becausg t's 50 ‘

camqr;?as ':.fz says, “And there dre

they had to give thmrpemﬂssm to . shows likedmt.



